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Policy and infrastructure collaboration across the Wider
South East
This page explains how the 156 authorities and 11 Local Enterprise Partnerships within London, the
South East and East of England are working together to coordinate strategic policy and infrastructure
investment more effectively to underpin economic prosperity across the Wider South East.

South East and East of England Leaders have been meeting informally with the London Deputy
Mayor for Planning to discuss common strategic planning and economic growth issues supported by
an officer group (see Strategic Spatial Planning Officer Liaison Group – SSPOLG – below). Local
planning authorities have been engaging with each other and the Greater London Authority (GLA) on
Local Plan proposals as part of their ‘Duty to Cooperate’ .The Mayor has been engaging with
authorities beyond London through his Duties to Inform and Consult on strategic planning
matters during the preparation of the current London Plan and initial work on its full review. 

Wider South East Summits
First Summit 2014
The Mayor, the East of England Local Government Association (EELGA) and South East England
Councils (SEEC) have been investigating options for more effective collaboration of strategic policy
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and infrastructure investment across their three areas. This led to a Wider South East Summit in
March 2015. All 156 authorities within the Wider South East were invited to the Summit and over 100
attended. Issues which required more effective strategic coordination were discussed and possible
arrangements to support this. Options for the arrangements were then addressed through a series of
Roundtables.

The full notes of the first Summit are available to download.

Second Summit 2015
A second Wider South East Summit was held on 11 December 2015. The Leaders of local authorities
within the Wider South East and the Local Enterprise Partnerships discussed the best way forward
and shaped the priority areas of work.

The papers of the second Summit are available to download below.

Invitation to second Summit

Summit agenda

Recommendations paper – to guide through the Summit agenda

Annex 1 - Overview of emerging consensus from Wider South East meetings during the
Summer (background)

Annex 2 – Overview of work towards a common understanding of technical evidence to
support our spatial plans (see agenda item 3b)

Annex 3 – Draft recommendations by the Outer London Commission on Barriers to
Housing Delivery (see agenda item 3c)

Presentation slides

Wider South East 2nd Summit notes

Third Summit 2016
The agenda, table questions and notes from the third summit can be downloaded below.

Third Summit agenda and table questions

WSE 3rd Summit Dec 2016 - Presentation

WSE 3rd Summit Dec 2016 - Notes

Fourth Summit 2018
The agenda, conclusions, list of participants and presentation slides can be downloaded below.

Fourth Wider South East Summit agenda and papers

Fifth Summit 2019
The agenda, notes, list of participants and presentation can be downloaded below.

read the agenda and list of participants

view the presentation

read the notes

https://www.london.gov.uk/file/24160/download?token=aTHKsuol
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329046/download?token=rjMFWKPk
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329047/download?token=mflfeTY1
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/365109/download?token=DhgQFNm2
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/365110/download?token=uZLvF_G4
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/365111/download?token=BcSi635e
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/365112/download?token=Jkz0r94E
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2nd_wider_south_east_summit_slides.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wider_south_east_2nd_summit_-_final_notes.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_9dec2016_summit_agenda_and_table_qns.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_3rd_summit_dec_2016_-_presentation.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_3rd_summit_dec_2016_-_notes.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fourth_wider_south_east_summit_papers_0.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_summit_agenda_and_attendance_list_-_11.1.19.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_5th_summit_jan_2019_-_presentation.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_5th_summit_jan_2019_-_note.pdf
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Wider South East Roundtables
At the request of Councillors at the Summit, political Roundtables were arranged in Summer 2015 to
help shape future political co-operation arrangements, giving as many local authorities and LEPs as
possible the opportunity to discuss common strategic concerns and how best to address them.

The focus was to help agree the preferred political arrangements for issues to be raised and
addressed. The Leaders of all local authorities within the Wider South East and the LEPs were
invited by SEEC/EELGA. Each Roundtable gave participants the chance to discuss key strategic
matters. Roundtables were held on:

Date Time Session name Venue

10 July 2015 09.30 – 11.00 First South East
session

City Hall, Committee
Room 2

10 July 2015 14.30 – 16.00 First East of England
session

City Hall, Committee
Room 2

4 September 2015 10.30 – 12.00 Second East of
England session

Homerton College,
Cambridge

18 September 2015 10.00 – 11.30 Second South East
session

City Hall, Committee
Room 4

18 September 2015 13.00 – 14.30 Third South East
session

City Hall, Committee
Room 4

Papers and notes of the Roundtables are available to download below. 

Roundatbles discussion paper - July - September 2015

Annex 1 - detailed roundtable discussion paper

Annex 2 - refining the scope and purposes of political engagement

10 July 2015 roundtable notes

4 September 2015 roundtable notes

18 September 2015 roundtable notes

Outcomes shaped proposals for agreement at a second Wider South East Summit which was held
on 11 December 2015, the main aim of which was to establish political arrangements to ensure
effective Wider South East engagement (see Summits above).

The Mayor of London has also asked his Outer London Commission (OLC) to investigate, from a
London perspective, more effective arrangements for coordinating strategic policy and investment
across the Wider South East. The Commission's report is available to download. This
investigation and the Commission’s recommendations on the Wider South East relations
have informed the second Summit.

https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329199/download?token=ZRSi98Rv
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329200/download?token=YW0RoHPE
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329201/download?token=12gfdYy9
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329202/download?token=LIgxz9we
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329281/download?token=K9RpQ_qC
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/329279/download?token=71JwO-U5
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/olc_coordinating_strategic_policy_and_infrastructure_across_wider_south_east.pdf


13/10/2019, 18*22Policy and infrastructure collaboration across the Wider South East | London City Hall

Page 4 of 7https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/policy-and-infrastructure-collaboration-across-wider-south-east

Wider South East Political Steering Group
As a result of these discussions, it was agreed to set up a small Political Steering Group to oversee
the emerging discussions. Initially it consisted of the Chair and Deputy Chairs of EELGA and SEEC
as well as the Deputy Mayor of London for Planning. It met on 6 November 2015 at City Hall to
discuss the work of the Roundtables and recommendations for the second Summit. The Summit
agreed the establishment of a more formal Political Steering Group to initiate, steer and agree
strategic collaboration activities across the Wider South East. The Group meets 2 - 3 time per year
and includes five political representatives from the East of England, South East and London.
Membership and Terms of Reference, as well as meeting papers and notes, are available to
download below.

Political Steering Group Terms of Reference

Political Steering Group 10 March 2016 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 10 March 2016 notes

Political Steering Group 18 July 2016 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 18 July 2016 notes

Political Steering Group 12 Oct 2016 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 12 October 2016 notes

Political Steering Group 31 March 2017 agenda and papers - final

Political Steering Group 21 July 2017 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 21 March 2018 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 10 October 2018 agenda and papers

Political Steering Group 8 March 2019 agenda and papers

Letters to Government

Unlocking unimplemented Housing Capacity – joint letter to Secretary of State

Unlocking unimplemented Housing Capacity - 2nd joint letter to Secretary of State

Joint Housing White Paper consultation response April 2017

Unlocking unimplemented Housing Capacity joint follow up letter to Secretary of State

Developing transport infrastructure - joint letter to Secretary of State

Letter to National Infrastructure Commission September 2017

Joint Budget 2017 Submission September 2017

Planning Reform - supporting the High Street - joint letter to Kit Malthouse MP - March
2019

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wsepsg_terms_of_reference.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/psg_-_agenda_and_papers_-_final_updated.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_notes_10_march_2016.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_agenda_and_papers_18_july_2016.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_18_july_2016_notes.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_12_oct_2016_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_political_steering_group_12_october_2016_notes.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_31_march_2017_agenda_and_papers_-_final.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_21_july_2017_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_21_march_2018_-_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_10_october_2018_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/political_steering_group_-_8_march_2019_-_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wider_south_east_letter_to_the_rt_hon_sajid_javid_mp.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/unlocking_unimplemented_housing_capacity_-_2nd_joint_letter_to_secretary_of_state.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/joint_housing_white_paper_consultation_response_april_2017_.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/unlocking_unimplemented_housing_capacity_-_joint_follow_up_letter_to_new_sos.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/developing_transport_infrastructure_-_joint_letter_to_sos.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/letter_to_national_infrastructure_commission_-_sept_2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/joint_budget_2017_submission_-_sept_2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_reform_-_supporting_the_high_street_-_joint_letter_to_kit_malthouse_mp_-_march_2019.pdf
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Strategic Spatial Planning Officer Working Group
In October 2012 the Mayor of London published a discussion paper which explored options for
future cross-boundary work on strategic planning for London and the Wider South East. The
discussion paper will be available to download. During 2013 he also held two well-attended officer
workshops with representatives from planning authorities across the Wider South East to discuss
relevant strategic planning issues.

As a result of these discussions, a working group of officers was established to explore strategic
planning issues and examine the mechanisms for ongoing co-ordination and co-operation. This
group came to be known as the Strategic Spatial Planning Officer Liaison Group (SSPOLG) and has
focused mainly on housing, infrastructure and demography. The Group is also supporting the
Member level Roundtables and Summits (see above).

Papers of the early working group and SSPOLG meetings will be available to download below.

Workshop on cross-boundary co-operation on strategic planning for London and the
wider metropolitan area - 22 March 2013

GLA working group on strategic spatial planning co-ordination - 18 October 2013

Housing and demography in the Wider South East - informal discussion - 25 October
2013

GLA working group on strategic spatial planning co-ordination - 6 December 2013

SSPOLG - 7 March 2014

SSPOLG - 6 June 2014

SSPOLG - 12 November 2014

SSPOLG - 30 January 2015

SSPOLG - 5 May 2015

SSPOLG - 26 June 2015

SSPOLG - 2 October 2015

SSPOLG - 30 November 2015

SSPOLG – 5 February 2016

 New Terms of Reference for the Officer Working Group were agreed by the Political Steering
Group on 10 March 2016.

Officer Working Group – 17 June 2016

Officer Working Group – 9 September 2016

Officer Working Group – 9 November 2016

Officer Working Group – 21 February 2017

Officer Working Group – 19 June 2017

Officer Working Group - 5 September 2017

https://www.london.gov.uk/file/19445/download?token=dhLeYXb1
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325218/download?token=z0oYKDA8
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325219/download?token=jmEB32zB
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325220/download?token=ykBQIe-x
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325135/download?token=BfN1N4Sn
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325136/download?token=31zBxfiN
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325137/download?token=oPxyP_Ku
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325138/download?token=hYwQN31G
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325139/download?token=mA3DwEkS
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325140/download?token=I9wZjHXi
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325141/download?token=tFTNSJ98
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/325142/download?token=D7nG4f1G
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sspolg_-_30_november_2015.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sspolg_-_5_february_2016.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wider_se_officer_wg_-_terms.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_17_june_2016.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_9_september_2016.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_owg_9nov2016_agenda_and_presentations_.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_-_21_feb_2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_-_19_june_2017_-_agenda_and_papers.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/wse_officer_working_group_20170905_papers.pdf
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Officer Working Group - 8 December 2017

Officer Working Group - 25 June 2018

Officer Working Group – 13 September 2018

Officer Working Group - 17 June 2019

The Mayor has made available strategic data on demography and related key issues with officer
colleagues within the Wider South East. The most up-to-date GLA datasets and pieces of research
are available below.

The GLA 2016-based population and household projections are now the first GLA
projections to include data for all local authorities in England and national data for Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland. This explanatory note – developed for authorities within the
Wider South East outside London - provides a brief overview of the rationale for the expansion
of the GLA model beyond the London boundary, and a comparison of some model results for
the South East and East of England. The document provides no local authority-specific
information, but detailed local authority-level data are available in the model outputs available
on the London Datastore: https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections/. In September
2016 the Centre for Population Change at the University of Southampton were commissioned
to undertake an independent review of the GLA model. Their report can be downloaded
from https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projection-methodology-independent-review.

The LEPs' Overview of the Strategic Economic Plans in the Greater South East (April
2015) focuses on key housing and transport objectives.

2019 Meetings

Date Time Name Venue

Friday 11 January 2019 13:00 - 16:00 Summit London, City Hall

Friday 8 March 2019 14:00 - 16:00 Political Steering
Group London, City Hall

Monday 17 June 2019 11:00 - 13:00 Officer Working Group London, London
Councils

Monday 9 September
2019

 10:00 -
12:00

Political Steering
Group

London, London
Councils

Further meetings to be confirmed.

If you have any questions about this page please contact WiderSouthEast@london.gov.uk .

Press releases

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_-_8_dec_wse_v2.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_25_june_2018_agenda_and_presentations.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_-_13_sept_2018.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/officer_working_group_-_17_june_2019.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2016-based_projections_wse_results.pdf
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections/
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projection-methodology-independent-review
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/item_4_-_seps_overview_-_final_-_revised_post_meeting.pdf
mailto:WiderSouthEast@london.gov.uk
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Useful links

The Localism Act 2011

National Planning Policy Framework and
Guidance

About us

Jobs

Venue hire

Privacy policy

Site map

Terms and conditions

City Hall blog

Keep up to date

Contact us

Accessibility

Cafe

Freedom of Information

Wider South East Housing Barriers Press Release - 2 December 2016
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